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WELCOMING BACK
NEWSPAPER

BY GRACE RANA

The year is 1962: John Glenn orbits the Earth,
the first Bond film is released, and West
Muskingum Schools was founded! We’ve had a
historic past football season, making it all the
way to the playoffs. Our famous alumni
include Jeff Stone, a member of the Wisconsin
State Assembly, and Shane Tilton, winner of
the 2018 Young Stationer’s Prize. 
    One of West Muskingum’s many 1960’s
extracurriculars included a newspaper. We will
re-establish this newspaper with the Tornado
Times, founded by Kayley Collins. We’ll have
monthly releases with club highlights,
interviews, comics, and more! Keep reading for
more from students and staff. 
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BREAKING NEWS!

BY ADDISON MORRIS 

West Muskingum Tornadoes make history by winning their first-ever
playoff game. This was the first time the team has made the playoffs
since 2009, and they played Fairland in their history-making game.
It was a nail-biter for all the fans, but the team pulled through to
finish 22-21. #59, Kaiden Flemming has played football for 9 years
and had some great things to say about the game when we talked
to him about the win. “It felt great,” he said, “it was an experience
not many players say they've done and it also feels great to win a
game which hasn’t been done ever in school history.” Ty Shawger, a
running back, and linebacker, also had some things to say about the
playoffs this year. “After the previous season of just not making the
cut, it was a great feeling to finally make it to the playoffs.” Clearly,
making the playoffs had a good effect on the team. The season
finished out with an overall record of 9 wins and 3 losses. It seems
like the tornadoes had a great season this year, and we can only
hope for it to improve next year! 

Foreign Language & Help
Wanted 
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BOYS AND GIRLS SOCCER
B Y  A D D I S O N  M O R R I S

Boys soccer finished their season
with a record of 6-11-1. Nathan
Davis responded to a few
questions about his soccer career.
He’s been playing for 14 years and
plays midfielder and center-back.
“I feel like we did very well. We
were pretty inexperienced going
into the season with only 4
returning lettermen”, he said.
“With Coach Barks pushing us
through the 

season this year. She says, “I feel
that we had a pretty successful
season overall, and it was
definitely very exciting that we
were this year's small school
champs.” The girls seemed to do
pretty well this season, even with
some new girls on the team. I
certainly hope next season goes
just as well.

summer, we got a lot better as a
team. We ended up having a good
season and winning districts with
a young group of guys.” This year's
soccer season seemed to be a
good one, and we can only hope
next season will be even better!

Girls' soccer finished off their
season with a record of 9-9!
Jayden Thornton, a freshman
midfielder, finished her first varsity 
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Alongside the football players were the
cheerleaders pushing them on! Kayley
Collins, a cheerleader in her senior year,
spoke greatly about her last season here at
West Muskingum. “This was a great end to
my cheering career! I could not have asked
for a better season and a better team to
cheer for. The excitement and experience I
gained from this past football season is like
no other. I truly made memories of a
lifetime!” Kayley also cheers during
basketball season and seems pretty excited
about that as well. “Basketball season has
always been my favorite season to cheer for.
This is because it is so fast paced and
exciting that it truly makes cheering ten
times more fun!” Cheer seemed to be a fun
activity during football season and it
continues on for the basketball season!

CHEERLEADING
B Y  A D D I S O N  M O R R I S

In the stands during football games was the marching
band. They put up a great season with their halftime
shows and good spirits even in the not so great times of
the games. Lucas Ruetz, a senior who has been playing
since 7th grade and the band director’s son, said,
“Personally I believe this was one of our more exciting
seasons. We had a lot of new faces who were great
additions to the group. I’m excited to come back after
graduation and see what they do next season.” The band
seemed to have fun getting to know the new people and
seeing the Tornadoes have a great season. Pep band is
next to come for the basketball season and Lucas also
had some things to say about that. “Yes, I’m very excited
for the basketball games this year. We had our first
performance at the home game against Cambridge
which went well. I’m looking forward to seeing how all
the basketball teams do this season, especially after last
year’s successful season.” Basketball seems to have a good
group in the stands cheering them on!

 MARCHING BAND
B Y  A D D I S O N  M O R R I S
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Boys and girls golf was still
happening as the school year
started. Both teams had a good
season and hopefully a good time!
Jack Porter, who has been playing
golf for 10 years, has committed to
Maryville College in Tennessee.
“We were middle of the pack my
first three years, but my Senior
year we were the MVL champions
as well as Sectional champions.”
We can only hope Jack continues
his great career with golf as he
goes on! We can’t forget about the
girls and the great season they
had as well. Isabella Henderson
says, “ I think the 2022 season
went well, I was able to make my
personal record at Eaglesticks and
as a team we placed higher at
sectionals than our previous year.”
Golfers seemed to have good
seasons all around this year!

GOLF
B Y  A D D I S O N  M O R R I S

DID YOU KNOW?

IN THE YEAR 2000 THERE

WERE 14 STUDENT

GOLFERS AT WEST 

Cross country might have
been earlier in the year but
don’t worry, we didn’t forget
it! Jacob Agin, a sophomore
this year, has been doing
cross country since 6th
grade. “Looking back at the
2022 season I have some
mixed feelings. There were
some great moments of joy
after races and watching my
teammates race as well.
Unfortunately I did get hurt
at the end of the season and
couldn’t run the last races.”
It’s sad Jacob got hurt but it’s
great to see how seeing
teammates run still brings
people’s spirits up!

CROSS
COUNTRY

B Y  A D D I S O N  M O R R I S

Girls volleyball season ended with a
record of 3-20. Lucy Thorne had a
few things to say about this year's
volleyball season. “I feel that West
Muskingum Volleyball is starting to
become alive but we had a learning
season. I learned a lot about the
sport, not only the physical game
but the mental game and I feel that
we improved as a whole but we
could’ve been even better!” Lucy has
played volleyball for 3 years and
she’s currently an outside hitter and
defensive specialist! She decided to
play volleyball after watching the
NCAA volleyball tournament and
has loved it ever since. The volleyball
season may have ended but the
game still has a positive effect on
the players involved.

GIRLS
VOLLEYBALL
B Y  A D D I S O N  M O R R I S  



Here at West, we have a highly
active student section at our
football games. Gage Newsom
is a senior here at West
Muskingum High School. There
is constant high energy and
enthusiasm in our student
section, even when things
aren’t going the way we would
like them to. When asked how
it felt to lead the student
section, Gage said “It will be one
of my favorite memories from
high school, they made so
much history and to be able to
watch them do it is incredible”.
We had an amazing season.
There were many amazing
moments over its course. For
the first time in West
Muskingum history, our football
team won a playoff game.

STUDENT
SECTION
B Y  M A Y A  C A M P E L L  

 “Our first playoff win against
Fairland was awesome, the guys
played a great game with so
much pressure on their
shoulders” (Gage Newsom) our
players did indeed, play an
amazing game, sending us to
our second playoff game.
Though Gage will be graduating
in 2023, we expect and hope to
continue to have an active
student section at sporting
events. We hope that Gage will
“pass his pom poms” to an
underclassman who can take
over his title as a “student
section leader”! 

DID YOU KNOW?

WEST MUSKINGUM HIGH

SCHOOL’S FIRST

GRADUATING CLASS

INCLUDED ONLY 38

STUDENTS 

 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
B Y  K A Y L E Y  C O L L I N S  

There is a freshman who stands out in a
crowd. He is John Herrera. John has
been chosen to be our freshman-
sophomore student spotlight. He has
been involved in swimming for four
years because, according to him, it is
good exercise, helps one to stay
healthy, and is fun. John has attended
West Muskingum since his fourth-
grade year, and his favorite classes thus
far are Spanish and culinary. Along
with all of this, John is a member of his
youth group! John has not yet reached
his limit and is continuing to reach for
the stars as he is hoping to get more
involved in the theater program. 

Another standout student is RJ (Ronald) Knox, a 2023
senior at our school. RJ stood out as the junior-senior
spotlight for these past first months of the school year. He
is heavily involved in FFA. He joined this group because it
would come to provide him with incredible opportunities
and teach him very much. RJ said, “I love West Muskingum
because of the people, everyone is so special in their own
ways and the teachers all treat every one of their students
with respect and care.” He has attended West Muskingum
for eleven years. His favorite classes have been English and
Science, which have made him enjoy school a little more.
After graduation, RJ plans to head out for six years of
active duty as a 15T (Army Helicopter Mechanic). 

FRESHMAN/SOPHMORE JUNIOR/SENIOR
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NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
B Y  S E L A H  M U R P H Y

The National Honor Society is a
national organization of high
school students that displays a
commitment to scholarship,
leadership, service, and character.
The chapter of West Muskingum
NHS has consistently added new
members from the junior and
senior classes for years. This year
we congratulate the nine new
members. The officers are voted in
for their commitment to the
organization, and each member
puts in hours of service each
semester. A current member

for example, handling the campus
food pantry and organizing
community outreach events. The
most recent event was a
schoolwide food drive, the winner
of which was Senora Moore's class.
We use the items raised in the
food drive to stock our food
pantry, located beside the
administration building at the
bottom of the hill. Make sure to
participate in the coming drives,
as they benefit the community
beyond the school. 

has offered this advice to
prospective applicants, “Get
involved in volunteering in your
community as soon as you can,
and keep in mind that gpa and
teacher recommendations are
aspects of the decision process.
Regardless of whether you are
hoping to join the NHS, however,
always try to be involved in your
community. There are many
amazing ways you can make a
difference.” NHS currently has
many volunteer projects going on,
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COMIC STRIP
B Y  G R A C E  R A N A  



FOREIGN LANGUAGE
B Y  C A M R Y N  W E L C H  

 In West Muskingum, a few
students have made a dedicated
effort to bring diversity into our
community. In an effort to battle
prejudice and stereotypes, the
Foreign Language Club has
explored various cultures and how
they can impact our lives.
Recently, we spoke with Club
President Hunter Rhoades to get a
greater insight into how and why
he chose Foreign Language Club.
When asked what inspired him to
start the club, Hunter Rhoades
stated, “I wanted to start this club
up because I believe there is a
need in this community.” He
believes that when individuals are
passionate and educated with
other languages and cultures, we
can expand our knowledge and
“break stigmas, stereotypes, and
forms other forms of
discrimination.” He also states that
they are working towards further
success. “The school and
community can expect projects
and activities to come!” Hunter
also gave his advice towards other
students who are also passionate
about their own interest: “Start
your own club! 

I quickly learned to value Spanish
culture. Being in Spanish also
allowed me to realize the diversity
across the globe and how not
every individual is alike.” In Foreign
Language Club, Hunter explained,
students spend their Monday
afternoons discovering new foods,
music, and activities performed
throughout different cultures. The
West Muskingum Newspaper most
definitely recommends you check
out this awesome Club! Swing by
Senora Moore’s room Mondays
after school and see for yourself
the amazing activities they have to
offer.

If you are passionate about a topic,
DO IT! High school is a great time
in life to learn about those things
that have always interested you.
We are at a critical period in life
where others' opinions and
ideologies heavily influence
others, so start that club you have
been wanting to start! You may
persuade somebody to find a
hobby they love and are not even
aware of.” Hunter has grown
passionate about foreign
languages throughout his time in
Spanish with Mrs. Moore. “Taking
Spanish courses has opened my
eyes up to different perspectives
and ways of life.  
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HELPHELP
WANTED!WANTED!
Join the newspaper team
and help create stories!

Choose any position you want:
Designing

Photographing
Writing

Interviewing
Comic Artist
And more!

 

Meetings are on
Wednesdays after school in

Mrs. Shawger’s room

BY VINCE LIN AND LILLI LEPI


